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THE WINTER MARCH OF NIKOLA ZRINSKI AND
JULIUS HOHENLOHE AND THE ARSON OF THE
OSIJEK BRIDGE IN 1664

ABSTRACT: The year 1664 represented an important historic
milestone in Southeast Europe. The Ottoman Empire reached its
peak size in Europe, but at the same time the gradual decline of
their rule began tobe obvious. The Habsburg court, headed by the
Caesar Leopold 1, was not prepared to carry out an extensive
military operation against the Ottomans. The latter, well aware of
this fact, substantially raided the lands of Ban Nikola Zrinski,
especially the beglerbeg of Kanizsa with his constant invasions into
the surroundings of Varazdin. In order to protect his lands, the
Croatian Ban decided to build fortresses at the borders with the
Ottoman estates. However, the Habsburg court did not approve of
those decisions. When the Ottoman Army decided to spend the
winter in Belgrade, the Viennese court expected the extensive
military operations to take place in the summer months of 1664. As
the sentiment that the attack is the best defence prevailed, the
preparations for the Winter March against the Ottoman units
began. The instigator was the Croatian Ban Nikola Zrinski, who
counted on the support and participation of Count Julius of
Hohenlohe. The primary strategic goal of this military operation
was to destroy or at least damage the renowned Suleiman Bridge
in Osijek, which served as an entry point into the Hungarian region
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for all Ottoman military units, so its destruction would represent a
huge logistic challenge for the crossing of the Drava River.

KEY WORDS: Nikola Zrinski, Julius of Hohenlohe, Fazil Ahmed
Pash Cuprilié, Osijek, Winter March, 1664

Introduction

he 17th century was one of the most turbulent centuries in European

history. Both the beginning and the end of this century were marked
by the war with the Ottoman Empire - the Thirty Years’ War in the first half
and the final twist in Austro-Ottoman wars, in addition to a minor "ice age” in
the second half of the century. In the light of these facts, the fourth Austro-
Turkish War (1663-1664) seems like a minor episode in the tumultuous 17th
century. Nevertheless, it represented an important turning point in the
history of Europe, as it took place during the time when the scope of the
Ottoman power reached its peak in the old continent, but, at the same time,
the decline of their power and supremacy in Southeast Europe began.

After the end of a long war (1593-1606), both the Habsburg monarchy
and the Ottoman Empire could enjoy the blessings of peace only for a short
period of time. The conflict between Catholics and Protestants between
1618 and 1648 practically devastated German lands and almost brought
Habsburg economy to its knees. Almost simultaneously, the wars with
Persia (1624-1639) and the war with Venice for Crete brought the Ottoman
Empire to the brink of existence.!

In the second half of the 17th century, the relations between the
countries became strained because of the pressing issue of Transylvania.
Due to the decline of power and the crisis in the Ottoman Empire, the
Turkish supremacy in Transylvania in the mid-17th century was barely
noticeable. The Prince of Transylvania, George I Rakéczi, well aware of
this fact, attacked Poland with the help of his allies in order to assume its
throne, in spite of the opposition of the High Porte. The Grand Vizier
Mehmed Pasa Kopriilii, unhappy with the Prince’s self-willed actions,
decided to intervene, which initiated a civil war during which Rakoczi
succeeded in restoring his power with the help of Austria for the following
two years. For the Ottomans, however, this was the last straw that broke
the camel’s back: in 1660, the Grand vizier and his army invaded
Transylvania and ravaged the land. In May 1660, the Ottomans defeated
Rakdczi in the battle of Gyal, where the Prince received fatal wounds.

Mehmed Pasa’s death on October 31st, 1661, prevented the restoration of
order in Transylvania. He was succeeded by his son Ahmed Pasa, who carried

1 Bertrand Michael Buchmann, Osterreich und das Osmanische Reich (Wien: WUV-
Universitatsverlag, 1999), 25-50.
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on with the preparations for war with Venetians in Dalmatia in 1662.
However, the preparations for the campaign took place in the shade of dark
clouds that gathered over the events in Transylvania. The Turks demanded
that the Austrians immediately leave fortresses Kolojvar and Székelyhid, but
the latter wanted to retain their power in Transylvania at all costs and
delayed their withdrawal, which further augmented the Ottoman
dissatisfaction. The diplomatic negotiations between Turkish and Austrian
diplomats consequently focused predominantly on the withdrawal of
Austrian troops from Transylvania, the status of Székelyhid fortress and the
demoliton of Novi Zrin fortress, which was erected by Nikola Zrinski on
Turkish lands in the vicinity of the Ottoman fortress Kanizsa. Following the
conversations between the Grand vizier and the Habsburg Ambassador
Reiniger in the summer of 1662, the Ottomans prepared the proposition of a
peace treaty, which, surprisingly, did not include any impossible demands.
Vienna, however, refused to sign it and wanted to continue with the
negotiations. Interestingly, this proposition was the basis for the peace treaty
in Vasvar on August 10, 1664, but under much worse conditions than those
that the Grand vizier offered in the summer of 1662.2

The Grand vizier, however, had enough and stopped the negotiations.
During the spring of 1663, he decided to put an end to the conflict regarding
Transylvania and chose the Habsburg monarchy and its Hungarian estates as
the objective of the Ottoman 1663 military march. The result of the war in
1663 was very unfavourable for the Habsburg monarchy, as they lost a vitally
important fortress Neuhausel (today Novy Zamky in Slovakia) right at the
gates of Vienna, along with several smaller fortresses and some lands in
upper Hungary. On the other hand, Austrians managed to retain the major
part of the Caesar’s army intact, even though they were outnumbered, which,
in such conditions, was a great success. Tatar invasions caused havoc in
upper Austria, Moravia and Silesia, but they also uncovered a military
shortcoming - the lack of cavalry in the Austrian Army.3

The Winter March

Shortly after the new year (1664), the Grand vizier received a message
that approximately 30 thousand Hungarian, Austrian and Croatian troops
with 30 to 40 cannons gathered and attacked palankas Babdcsa (north of the

2 Markits Kéhbach, "Die diplomatische beziehungen zwischen Osterreich und dem
Osmanischen Reich (Vom Frieden von Zsitva Torok bis zum 1. Weltkrieg)", in: The
Journal of Ottoman Studies IV, editors Halil Inalcik, Nejat Goyunc, Heath W. Lowry
(Istanbul: Enderun Kitabevi, 1984), 237-260.

3 Gabor Agoston, “Empires and Warfare in East Central Europe, 1550-1750: The Ottoman-
Habsburg Rivalry and Military Transformation”, in: European Warfare, 1350-1750, editors
Frank Tallett and D.]. B. Trim (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 110-134.
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Drava River in Hungary) and Pressnitz near Szigetvar (south of Nagykanizsa
in Hungary) and occupied them. In the meantime, Mehmed Aga, one of the
Grand vizier’s agas, who was sent to the commander of Kanizsa, settled in the
Szigetvar fortress, as the road to Kanizsa had already been closed. Mehmed
Aga sent messengers with letters for Tatar commanders, who were stationed
in Bacska winter quarters asking for help, together with the report of the
events for the Grand vizier in Belgrade. Almost simultaneously, Murad beg’s
messenger arrived in Belgrade and also asked the Grand vizier for help. Upon
hearing the news, the latter was initially surprised, but later got mad at the
border guards in the area, saying: "How is it possible that we have not
received any news about the march of these infidels, neither from Kanizsa
nor from Székesfehérvar or any other fortress by the border?”#

— —

Picture 1 - Hungary, 16645

For the first time in the history of Austro-Turkish wars, the entire
Ottoman Army spent winter in Belgrade and its surroundings. In this way,
they shortened the journey (for their new campaign) from Hungary to
Austria for two whole months, which meant that they could carry on with the

4 Erich Prokosch, prir, Krieg und Sieg in Ungarn - Die Ungarnfeldziige des Grosswesirs
Kérpriiliizade Fazil Ahmed Pascha 1663 und 1664 nach den "Kleinodien der Historien", seines
Sigelbewahrers Hasan Aga (Osmanische Geschichtschreiber), (Graz: Verlag Styria, 1976), 1-287.

5 Miinchener Digitalisierungs Zentrum, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Sandrart, Jakob
von: Neue Land-Tafel von Hungarn und dessen incorporirten Kénigreichen und Provinzen,
aufs den besten Mappen verfertigt und gebessert, Nirnberg, 1664. http://daten.digitale-
sammlungen.de/bsb00095574/image_1 (accessed December 2022).
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military operations for two additional months. Since the balance of power
remained practically the same, an even worse summer than the fall of 1663
was awaited Hungary and Austria. Consequently, the Viennese War Court
Council decided to take the Turks by surprise by performing a military action
during the winter of 1664, which would prevent or at least decelerate the
Ottoman march. For this purpose, cannons, gunpowder, bullets and military
gadgets needed for the Winter March were sent from Graz armoury to Novi
Zrin. The aim of the military campaign was to destroy or at least damage the
renowned Suleiman Bridge at Osijek, which crossed over the swamps by the
Drava River and that all Ottoman armies traversed during their military
marches to Hungary. The second objective was to seize the important
Turkish fortress Kanizsa. If Austrians could achieve both goals, the Ottoman
1664 military march would be made incredibly difficult and most
importantly, it would be delayed.®

s i Y e
Picture 2 - Count Hohenlohe’

6 Steiermarkisches Landesarchiv Graz, LAA, Antiquum XIIIL Sch. 155.

7 Landesarchiv Baden-Wiirttemberg, Hohenlohe-Zentralarchiv Neuenstein, SB 35
Nr. 17, Graf Wolfgang Julius von Hohenlohe-Neuenstein (1622-1698).
http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=3-218757-1 (accessed December 2022).
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Counts Wolfgang Julius of Hohenlohe and Nikola Zrinski embarked on
the winter military march that started on January 10th, 1664, and ended on
February 6th, 1664, with 6000 infantry and 110 mounted soldiers of the
Rhein Alliance Army, 1200 infantry and 200 mounted soldiers from
Bavaria, commanded by the cavalry General von Puchard, 700 infantry
soldiers of the Imperial Infantry Spickishev Regiment, 1200 mounted
soldiers of the Piccolomini regiment under the command of the Lieutenant
Colonel Leslie (from Ptuj), approximately 10 000 Croatian border guards
and around 10 000 Hungarian soldiers under the command of Count
Budiani - altogether, approximately 30 000 soldiers.8

On February 9th, 1664, Count Hohenlohe, who spent winter in Ptuj
(Slovenia), headed to Novi Zrin with the Rhein Alliance Army, where
they arrived on January 10th and joined the troops of Count Nikola
Zrinski. On January 13th, the Pressnitz fortress surrendered to them
without fight. They confiscated five smaller 4- and 6-pounder cannons,
one bigger 15-pounder cannon and one smaller mortar there.®

8 Steiermarkisches Landesarchiv Graz, I. O, Hofkammer Sach K. 133.

9 Meyer, Martin. Hieronymus Ortelius (Oertel), Ortelius Redivivus et continuatus
Oder Der Ungarischen Kriegs-Empdrungen, Historische Beschreibung, ... (Ausfiihrliche
Beschreibung Der Ungarischen und Siebenbiirgischen Kriegs-Héndel, von Anno 1395.
bifd an das 1665. Jahr), Frankfurt am Main, 1665.

10 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Zrinyi, Miklds: Nicolaus Comes Serini, Dux Exercitus
Hungarici Contra Turcos Generalissimus etc: Dif3 ist Herr Graf Serin, der weitberiimbte Racher,
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On the following day, the troops headed towards the fortress Babdcsa.
Before the siege even began, however, the Turks sent negotiators, who
were granted a peaceful retreat of the inhabitants and their families, on
condition that the defenders surrender the fortress. On January 15th,
Babdcsa surrendered peacefully, too.

In both fortresses - Pressnitz and Babdcsa - Hohenlohe and Zrinski’s
troops confiscated weapons and flags, but mostly food supplies,
gunpowder and other military equipment. These two fortresses were
not only well-stocked and prepared to survive long siege, but also had a
large number of cannons at their disposal. The Ottoman crews in
Pressnitz and Babdcsa predominantly consisted of the border guards
that were used to fighting in smaller conflicts in open fields, but had
neither experience nor the zeal for long-lasting sieges.Furthermore, they
did not expect an attack in the middle of harsh winter. Consequently,
both strong fortresses surrended without firing a single shot.11
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Picture 4 - The surrender of the Ottoman fortress Babdcsa, 166412

der grosen Tiircken Macht! nechst Gott bewehrte Schwacher .., [Augsburg], [ca. 1664] [VD17
12:700523L)]. http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/bsb00100250/image_1 (accessed Decem-
ber 2022).

11 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, Res/4 Turc. 88,3. Relation wasmassen
durch Herrn Graf Serini, die Oerter in Nider-Hungarn Berzenche, Koppan, Seges,
Babocza, und Fiinfkirchen, den Tiircken ab-erobert: von denen auch die Vestung
Canischa allbereit meinst verlassen worden: M. Januarius A. 1664.
https://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/en/details/bsb10911078 (accessed December 2022).

1z Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv - Kriegsarchiv, AT-OeStA KA KSP KS H III c 28,
Ubergab der Tiirkischen Véstung Babotscha in Nieder Hungarn ... ... Anno 1664.
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On the same day of seizing Babo6csa, which had previously been
under the Ottoman rule from 1555, Zrinski and Hohenlohe headed
towards Siget (Szigetvar) with their armies; Count Zrinski did so on
January 16th. The fortress (and city) Siget lies on three islands in the
middle of a swamp that Almus River flew into and that also flew into the
Drava River. Siget, connected to the land by two bridges, was located 7
miles (German miles - 1 mile is 14 km) from Lake Balaton and 10 miles
from Kanizsa. The fortress and the city were surrounded by a strong
defensive wall and trenches made out of wood and soil.13

Zrinski and Hohenlohe thought that Siget would surrender as easily as
the previous two fortresses, which would have probably happened, had it
not been for Mehmed Aga, one of the Jannisary commanders of the Grand
vizier. After two failed attacks with a great number of casulties and without
realistic options to seize it, as the attackers did not bring heavy siege
cannons, on January 17th, Zrinski and Hohenlohe headed towards Pécs.14

Epgendelicher Abriff 1 der Eroberung der weaberubmeen Vdftung Sigeed in Jvwer Vngern/ Urd

e Generalissimum raf i?lc_lans von Serin s ond Herm Braf Wolff sang Julnm von Hobemloe; General

Picture 5 - The siege of Siget, 166415

13 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, Res/4 Turc. 87/37. Beschreibung der
Hungarischen Haupt-Vestung Zygeth. (S.1.) 1664.

14 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, 4 ]J.publ.e. 329,54/55. Feldzugs-Journal
oder sonders-ausfiihrliche Erzehlung, was bey der, Beyder Herrn Grafen von Serini und
Hohenloh, Hochgrafl. Excellenzen, gegen die Tiircken bis an die berithmte Briicken Zu
Esseck, beschehenen Remarquablen Expedition denckwiirdig passiret: mit Berennung
Aller derer Teutschen hohen Officiers, welche hierbey geblieben sind. 1664.
https://opacplus.bsb-muenchen.de/title/BV001489366 (accessed December 2022).

15 Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin - Preuf3ischer Kulturbesitz, Einbl. YA 9503 ki, Engendtlicher
Abrif3/ der Eroberung der weitberiihmten Véstung Sigeth in NiderUngern/ durch Herrn
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The siege began on January 18th. Even though Hohenlohe and Zrinski’s
troops managed to break in soon, the Turks fought fiercely in the streets and
from defense towers and managed to resort to the main stronghold - the
citadel. The enraged soldiers slaughtered all captured civilians, predominantly
women and children. The Army spent the rest of the day looting and burning
the city, despite a strict prohibition from the commanders (due to the
possibility of accomodation and, of course, the loot). On the same night, Nikola
Zrinski and the equestrian General Baron Puchard attacked the citadel, while
Count Hohenlohe attacked a fortified convent and church.

Picture 6 - The siege of Pécs, 166416

As they were, however, unable to seize these strongly defended
places, Counts Hohenlohe and Zrinski convoked a military consultation
on January 20th, 1664, where the necessity to achieve the main objective
of this winter operation - to prevent or at least withhold the Ottoman
military march in spring of the same year - was emphasized. According

Generalissimum Graf Niclaus von Serin/ und Herrn Graf Wolffgang Julium von Hohenloe/
General Leuthnant uber die Kayserl. ReichsArmee volzogen/ den 5. Februari dises 1664. Jahrs.
https://vd17.gbv.de/vd17_image_full_view?zuid=62fbd518-8628-4e6f-8037-f26462fef45b
(accessed December 2022). )

16 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek. Ubergab und Eroberung der Tiirckischen Handels-Statt
Fiinfkirchen in Nider Hungarn, durch die Coniungirte Christl. Armeen, unter dem H. Grafen
Nic von Zerini, v. H. Grafen von Hohenlohe, den 19/29. Ian. 1664. Frankfurt am Main, 1672.
https://opacplus.bsb-muenchen.de/title/BV013139452 (accessed December 2022).
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to the plan, Count Zrinski was to head towards Osijek with the entire
Hungarian cavalry and half of the German one under the command of
Colonel von Rauchhaubt and set the bridge over the Drava River and the
swamps on fire. On their return, they were to burn and destroy all
villages along the way and chase away or kill the inhabitants.1”

In the meantime, the Grand vizier sent letters to all winter quarters
where his army was stationed and ordered them to set off and join Mehmed
Pasa, who he entrusted with the command of this army, in Osijek. However,
only Yaliagasi, Tatar General, arrived to the assembly point of the Turkish
Army in Osijek with around 2000 Tatars. Mehmed Pasa then rushed to the
aid of the besieged Pécs along with the Tatars and some of his own troops.18
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Picture 7 - Tatar 166419

17 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, Res/4 Turc. 88/3, Relation wasmassen durch ...

18E. Prokosch,gen. quote, 1-287.

19 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Birken, Sigmund von / Sandrart, Jakob von [k.]:
Myrsa Aligeri Filius Mag. Chan Tartar. Crimens. Eorumg. In Hungar. Ductor, Dieser Junge
Tartar Chan thut die Bestien Commandiren, die entmenschte Wolffeswut unter
Menschenstirnen fiihren .., Nurnberg, [1664] [VD17 12:700627W].
http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/bsb00101152 /image_1 (accessed December 2022).
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Immediately after the military consultation on January 20th, 1664, Count
Zrinski set off on the road and crossed Siklés Hills.2? The following day, Count
Zrinski arrived to Darda fortress that was surrounded by a deep defensive
trench. Nevertheless, he immediately attacked it and occupied both the
palanka and the fortress, killed the crew and set the Suleiman Bridge on fire.
The bridge was made of strong oak logs and was 8565 feet long and 17 (in
certain areas even 24) feet wide, so that four wagons could drive on it side-
by-side. A mile-long toughened road over the swamp led towards it. Even
though the bridge was burning for two more days, only a small part of it
burnt to the ground. Upon his return, Zrinski captured and burnt Baranyvar
(today Baranji Vrh, north of Osijek in Croatia), looted, ravaged and burnt a
great part of Baranya and Somogy district. Such fate befell practically all
villages between Osijek and Pécs with the purpose of making the march of
the Ottoman Army difficult, as they would not be able to get any food
supplies. On February 19, 1664, Zrinski wrote to Caesar Leopold I and
optimistically told him that the Ottoman Army would not be likely to cross
these lands and would probably be stopped in Baranya due to the
devastation that the Count caused in the area.?!

Picture 8 - The arson of Osijek bridge, 166422

20 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, 4 ]J.publ.e. 329,54/55, Feldzugs-Journal
oder sonders-ausfiihrliche Erzehlung...

211bid.

22 Miinchener DigitalisierungsZentrum Digitale Bibliothek, Aufsfiihrliche Erzehlung, was bey
der Herrn Grafen von Serini unnd Hohenloh, Hochgrafl. Excellenzen, gegen die Tiircken bis an die
berithmte Briicken zu Esseck beschehenen Remarquablen Expedition denckwiirdig passirt : mit
Benennung aller derer Teutschen hohen Officiers, welche hierbey geblieben sind. Anno 1664.
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However, the Turks crossed the renovated Osijek bridge without any
problems, ended the siege of Kanizsa and, in a relatively short amount of
time, captured the pride of Nikola Zrinski - the fortress Novi Zrin. The
devastation of a large part of Baranya was unnecessary, as well, as the
Ottoman Army’s food supplies did not depend solely on Turkish provinces in
Hungary, but mainly on Turkish provinces in the Balkans, as well as Turkish
vassal countries, mostly Moldova and Wallachia. Therefore, the arson and
destruction of villages had no effect on the Ottoman Army’s spring march.23

When Count Zrinski left with the cavalry and headed towards Osijek
bridge, Count Hohenlohe tried to seize the remaining parts of the city
until January 27th, but his attempts were futile.?*
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Picture 9 - Janissary?s

Miinchen, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek -- Res/4 Austr. 51 t#S.701a. https://www.digitale-
sammlungen.de/en/view/bsb00100118?page=,1 (accessed December 2022).

23 Geza Palffy, "Scorched-Earth Tactics in Ottoman Hungary: On a Controversy in
Military Theory and Practice on the Habsburg-Ottoman Frontier", in: Acta Orientalia
Academiae Scientarium Hung, 61. nr. 1-2 (2008), 181-200.

24 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, Res/4 Turc. 88/3. Relation wasmassen durch...

25 Ottoman Turkish Military Illustrations, [anissaire, Henri Il Bonnart.
http://warfare.tk/Ottoman/byEuropeans/Bonnart-lanissaire.htm (accessed December 2022).
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After 12 days of besieging and the last failed attack on January 27th,
the bulk of the Army withdrew from Pécs on Thursday, January 28th and
set the city on fire upon their departure.z6
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Picture 10 - Grand Vizier Fazil Ahmed Pasa, 1664%7

26 Ibid.

27 Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg, Achmet Bassa Turcarum Tyranni Archistrategus
(Kopriili Fazil Ahmed Pascha), Jakob von Sandrart, Klebeband Nr. 2 der Fiirstlich
Waldeckschen Hofbibliothek Arolsen. https://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.3865#0327 (accessed
December 2022).
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At the end of January 1664, the Grand vizier and his small army
arrived to the village of Mitrovica (today Sremska Mitrovica, located on
the left bank of the Sava River in Serbia), where they made a camp, hoping
that the troops from winter quarters in Hungary would meet the Grand
vizier there or Mehmed Pasa in Sikl6s. Around 10 000 soldiers gathered in
Siklds, but there were no Tatars among them. When the troops from
Bosnia and Kanizsa and the cavalry from Biha¢ and Zvornik joined
Mehmed Pasa, the latter headed towards Pécs on January 28th. Only 12
hours prior to his arrival, the Christian army retreated from the city.28

However, Mehmed Pasa managed to catch up with and surprise the
German rearguard, which resulted in a large number of casualties among
German soldiers. After receiving the news that strong Ottoman units are
right behind the German Army and that they defeated a part of the
rearguard, Count Hohenlohe hastily sent the cavalry and some of the
infantry to the rear guard’s aid. Before these units managed to arrive to
the battlefield, however, the Turks had already retreated.??
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Picture 11 - Janissary General3°

28E. Prokosch, gen. quote, 1-287.

29 Staatliche Bibliothek, Regensburg, 999 /4Hist.pol.1186. Continuatio, Was kiirtzlich bey
Canischa, Serinwar und andern Orten, zwischen den Christen und Tiircken vorgelauffen, Im
Monat Junii, 1664. https://opacplus.bsb-muenchen.de/title/BV011341032 (accessed
December 2022).

30 Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg. Haly Agha General de Giannizzari - Ali Agha,
General der Janitscharen, Klebeband Nr. 2 der Fiirstlich Waldeckschen Hofbibliothek
Arolsen. https://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.3865#0313 (accessed December 2022).
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On February 3rd, hajduks from Mali Komorn (today Zalakomar)
occupied the Turkish fortress Segesd, which, taking into account the
prior occupation of Pressnitz and Babo6csa, meant that the Kanizsa
fortress was practically cornered.3!

As Hohenlohe was aware of the proximity of the Ottoman Army (but did
not know how strong it was), he decided to carry on with the journey, despite
the exhaustion of his soldiers. On February 4th, Hohenlohe’s army passed the
Pressnitz fortress, bypassed Kanizsa and made a camp a mile away from Novi
Zrin, where, on the following day, the troops crossed the Mura River, then
individual units headed towards their winter quarters.32

In the meantime, khan’s son Ahmed Giray Sultan finally managed to
gather a part of his Tatar units. In the beginning of February 1664, they
crossed the frozen Danube and joined Mehmed Pasa’s army in Pécs. Almost
simultaneously, they were joined by Pasa from Timisoara and his troops,
which meant that Mehmed Pasa had a relatively large army at his disposal.
Since the gathering of the Turkish Army took so long, the Christian army
managed to retreat and cross the Mura River safely. On February 21st, the
Grand Vizier returned to Belgrade, which marked the end of the winter
battles. The fact that the Sava and Danube Rivers not only completely froze
over, but also the ice collapsed the bridge over the Sava in Belgrade, speaks
volumes of the harshness of winter in January and February 1664.33
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Picture 12 - The Winter March, 166434

31Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Miinchen, Res/4 Turc. 88/3. Relation wasmassen durch...

32 Relation von Beldgerung der beyden Vestungen Canischa und Neutra ... S.1, 1664.
https://books.google.si/books/about/Relation_von_Bel%C3%A4gerung_der_beyden_Ve
sthtml?id=TmlcAAAAcAA]&redir_esc=y (accessed December 2022).

33 E. Prokosch, gen. quote, 1-287.

34 Wolfenbiitteler Digitalen Bibliothek (WDB), Situation der Festungen an der Drau im
Januar und Februar 1664, "Hungaria Turcica" und "Sclavonia”, Schlacht und Tiirken mit
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Conclusion

Even though the Christian army with approximately 30000 soldiers did
manage to invade the Ottoman territory and completely take by surprise not
only the crew in Turkish fortresses in Hungary, but also the Grand Vizier
himself, it can be said that Hohenlohe and Zrinski’s Winter March in the midst
of an incredibly cold and harsh winter in the beginning of 1664 was,
essentially, unsuccessful. They occupied a few of the relatively strong Ottoman
fortresses that were in the middle of the winter slumber, but did not manage
to achieve the main objective of the campaign, which was to destroy Suleiman
Bridge in Osijek, as it only burned down partially. For over 150 years, it served
as the gateway for the Ottoman armies into Austrian lands. The Winter March
caused great losses among German soldiers; those who survived, returned
exhausted and sick. And it was precisely due to the lack of skilled soldiers
during the siege of Kanizsa in the spring of 1664 that this vitally important
Ottoman fortress did not fall. Hungarian and Croatian soldiers already turned
out to be practically useless during the siege of Pécs and that did not change
during the siege of Kanizsa, where German soldiers needed to take over and
replace Hungarian and Croatian soldiers from the areas they besieged. As
German soldiers, who had the experience in besieging fortresses, were scarce,
Kanizsa managed to persevere until the arrival of the Grand Vizier in the
spring of 1664. The fall of Kanizsa would have had a decisive impact on the
course of the war. The Turks would surely recapture it, but the question is
how long it would take. In any case, Austrians would have much more time to
bring backup, which would equilibrate the power balance. Such turn of events
would have undoubtedly been reflected in the peace treaty.

The Winter March damaged the reputation and the authority of the
Grand Vizier not only from the viewpoint of the Army, but also in the
eyes of the entire Ottoman Empire and the Sultan himself. The fact that
the soldiers from winter quarters in Belgrade and its surroundings and
Tatars from Bacska completely ignored the Grand vizier’s order to join
the military march in the middle of an incredibly harsh winter showed
that the Grand vizier did not yet have a real authority among his
soldiers, despite a successful campaign in 1663.

Tatars were a special part of this story. Although excellent warriors,
they lacked discipline and were not as reliable as regular Turkish military
units. The Grand vizier also punished those Tatars that did respond to his
order, but only after the danger had passed by not sending them in the

abgeschlagenen Kopfen, Niirnberg: Hoffmann, 1664, Herzog August Bibliothek Wolfenbiittel,
Einbl. Xb FM 328. http://diglib.hab.de/drucke/einbl-xb-fm-328/starthtm (accessed December
2022).
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interior of Croatia and Styria to plunder, so that they were deprived of the
loot, which was the reason they took part in the campaigns.

ULTAN ACHMET CHAN TURCARUM IYRANNUS .
Picture 13 - Turkish sultan Ahmet, 166435

For the Grand Vizier, Sultan’s reaction to the Winter March and the
burning of the Osijek bridge presented a much bigger problem than the
actual burning down of a part of the bridge itself. In a letter, Sultan
offered to send additional units and money to the Grand Vizier if he
could not even protect the Osijek bridge with the army at his disposal.
For this purpose, Sultan sent him three beglerbegs with all their units.36

35 Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg, Sultan Achmet Chan Turcarum Tyrannu,
Flirstlich Waldecksche Hofbibliothek, Klebebdande (Band 2).
https://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.3865#0329 (accessed December 2022).

36 Hakan Karagoz, "Der Habsburgisch-Osmanische Krieg von 1663/64 und der Friede von
Eisenburg/Vasvar aus osmanischer Sicht", In: Die Schlacht von Mogersdorf/St. Gotthard und der
Friede von Eisenburg/Vasvdr 1664, edited by Karin Sperl, Martin Schetz, Arno Strohmeyer
(Eisenstadt: Burgenldndische Forschungen Band 108, 2016), 121-135.
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3UMCKHU 110X0/4 HUKOJIE 3PUBCKOT U JYJIUJYCA
XOEHJIOA 1664.TOAUHE U CITIAJbUBAIHE
CYJIEJMAHOBOTI' MOCTA Y OCHJERY

(Pe3ume)

1" oduHa 1664. npedcmassbaa je 8axcHy npekpemHuyy y ucmopuju jyeou-
cmoyHe Egpone. OmomaHcKo Yyapcmao 0ocmuz/o je 8pXyHay wupersa y
Esponu, aau je y ucmo epeme novesio da hokasyje 3Hake nocmeneHoz c/1a6./bersa.
X6a36ypwku deop Ha kojem je cmosi08ao JleonoAd I. Huje jow yeek 6uo chpemaH da
npedy3ame oncedxcHy 80jHy ohepayujy npomue OcmaHauja. C8ecHU me YUreHUYE,
Typyu cy cmasHo ynadasy y 3emsme 6aHa Hukose 3pureckoe. Y mome ce Hapoyumo
ucmuyao 6eznepbez Karbuodice Koju je Hapouumo y2poxcasao okoauHy Bapascou-
Ha. /la 6u 3awumumuo cg8oje nocede xp8amcku 6aH je 00.1y4uo da noduzHe ymaphe-
A HA 2paHuyu npema OCMAaHckum noceduma. Mehymum, 6euku dsop Huje 0do-
6puo me odayke. [lowmo je mypcka eojcka oday4uaa da npeaumu y beoepady, beu-
Ku d8op je ouekusao da he do 8ojHuUX onepayuja eehez obuma dohy y semrsum Me-
ceyuma 1664. 2oduHe. Kako je npeesadasio muuisberbe da je Hanad Haj6o ba 00-
6paHa, nouese cy npunpeme 3umckoz noxoda npomus OcmaHauja. Huuyujamop
noxoda 6uo je xpeamcku 6ax Hukosa 3purbCcKu Koju je payyHao Ha noOpuwkKy u y4e-
whe ezpogpa Jyaujyca Xoensoa. [IpumapHu cmpamewku Yyusb oge onepayuje 6uo je
da ce yHuwmu uau 6apem owmemu yyseHu Cyaejmanos mocm y Ocujeky, Koju je
npedcmasseay y/a3Hy ma4ky y mahapcke o61acmu 3a cae mypcke 8ojHe jeduHuye.
Hbe20680 yHUWMere npedcmaswbano 6u 8eAuKuU A02UCMUYKU U3a308 3 NOMOU
npesas peke /lpase. Hako je xpuwhaHcka gojcka jauune oko 30.000 sydu ycneaa
da ynadHe Ha OCMAHCKy mepumopujy, U nomnyHo usHeHadu He camo nocade y
mypckum mepuiagama y Yeapckoj, eeh u camoz genukoz 8e3upa, Moxice ce 3aK/by-
yumu da je noxod XoeHs0ea u 3purbckoe ycped Xa1adHe u owmpe 3ume 6Uo y cy-
WMUuHU HeycnewaH. Hako cy oceojuiu HEKOIUKO jakux ocMaHcKux mephasa u ys-
dpmanu OcmaHAuje, OHU HUCY ycheau da ocmeape 2Aa8HU Yus/b noxoda, 00HOCHO
da yHuwme CyaejmaHos mocm y Ocujeky, Koju je 6uo camo deauMUu4HO U3zopeo.

K/bYYHE PEYU: Hukoaa 3purscku, Jyaujyc Xoenaoe, Pasua Axmed nawa
Rynpuauh, Ocujek, 3umcku noxod, 1664.
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